
Motivating urban planner & knowledge 
integrator with 10 years’ experience in 

masterplanning, visioning, policy and research 
initiatives in international contexts.  

Working at the interaction of research 
and practice to create healthy streets, 

neighbourhoods and cities.

PROJECTS

Happy City Europe
Happy City (September 2019-Present)

Project lead and team member for numerous placemaking 
projects, including Walkable Rotterdam: Bloemhof, 
Guidelines for Socially Inclusive Activation Guidelines and 
an array of wellbeing workshops. This work has included 
stakeholder engagement, site and design analysis, and 
conceptual design to support healthier, happier and more 
child-friendly cities.

Real Play City Challenge
Real Play Coalition & PlacemakingX (Jan 2020-Present)

Initiator, project quality and content lead for the Challenge 
that supports cities and placemakers around the world to 
improve and scale-up child-friendly urban practice. The 
Challenge shares initiatives open source to inspire action, 
provides training and knowledge-exchange and builds 
momentum and invtestment in placemaking initaitives and 
ciy-wide strategies.

Urban95 Journeys & Knowledge Products
Bernard van Leer Foundation (2018-Present)

Project lead for guidance helping professioanls working in 
city planning, design and management to understand the 
experience, needs and motivations of children and families 
during their everyday journeys. Developed interactive 
exercises, actionable ideas and interactive storytelling to 
help understand the influence of urban environments in 9 
international cities on caregiver wellbeing and behaviours, 
which in turn impacts healthy child development.

India 100 Smart City ITCN Guidelines
National Institute of Urban Affairs (2018-2019)

Knowledge integrator providing technical assistance to 
urban designers, city managers and policy makers to 
formulate a comprehensive framework that improves the 
quality of life for infants, toddlers and caregivers. Advised on 
best practice, framework rationale, design guidelines and 
evaluation & monitoring influencing pan-city and area-based 
for 100 smart cities across India. 

Merwedekanaal Healthy Living Quarter, Utrecht
BPD with SVP & OKRA (2017-2018)

Project manager of multidisciplinary specialist team for this 
600 home neighbourhood. Collaborated with developer, 
and Gemeente to optimise the masterplan and deliver 
healthy urban living for the new community. Integrated 
specialist recommendations covering child-friendly streets 
and blocks, microclimatic comfort, reducing car dominance, 
active mobility, intergenerational social cohesion and 
sustainable, low energy living. 

a:  Brouwersgracht 13-1, 1015 GA Amsterdam
t: +31 612 669 186

e: wright.hannahj@gmail.com
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FREELANCE EXPERIENCE

Urban Planner & Knowledge Integrator 
July 2018 - Present

Advice in healthy city making that I believe in motivating 
research, guidance and projects that acknolwedge 

influence of urban surroundings on wellbeing. Including 
through everyday journeys, child-friendliness, reduced 

car dominance, connection to nature, inclusive housing 
design and intergenerational public realm strategy. 

Proactive collaborator for urban projects 
as healthy city specialist, project manager, peer 

reviewer and mentor working with urban planners, city 
managers, healthy urban living specilaists and tactical 

urbanists.

Child-friendly advisor for guidance and delivery  
advising on high-impact activities that improve 
daily practice of city governments, public and 

private developers, built environment and childhood 
development professionals at the international, national 

and city scale.

Knowledge integrator in healthy cities 
exploring and increasing understanding of the links 

between the built enviornment and human health as 
leader of applied research initiatives and Cities & Health 

editiorial board member. 

Educator, advocate and capacity builder 
with skills in distilling a common vision and delivering 

workshops, talks, presentations, training and study 
tours that empower diverse urban professionals to take 

action in improving wellbeing for young children.  

HEALTHY CITIES 
CHILD-FRIENDLY URBAN PLANNING 

STREETS & PUBLIC SPACES 
SPATIAL & SOCIO-ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 

EXPERIENTIAL & LANDSCAPE PLANNING 
VISIONING & GUIDANCE

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

HANNAH



CONSULTING EXPERIENCE
Senior Urban Planner (MRTPI), Arup

Amsterdam May 2016 - Jan 2018 
London Sept 2011- May 2016     

 
Applied skills in urban planning advice,  

masterplanning, visioning, development and delivery strategy, 
spatial and impact assessment, community and stakeholder 

engagement. 

Project manager for international projects  
leading client relationships, specialist advice, content decisions, 

interdisciplinary coordination,  programme and finance 
deliverables.

Global champion and lead business strategist  
for child-friendly urban planning services. Promoted integrated 

planning, design and management approaches for healthy, 
inclusive and green cities in international contexts.  

Turned research into reality  
by forming child-friendly business strategy for global regions, 

developing practice, capacity building and securing client projects 
and partnerships.

Proactive promoter of integrated working  
as coordinator of interdisciplinary design reviews, inspire scout 

of foresight and innovation, mentor for junior colleagues and 
facilitator of shared learning events, socials, debates and 

networking.

Confident speaker and advocate  
with experience in conference presentations, press interviews, 

article writing, academic publications, panel discussions and 
judging/sounding boards.

URBAN PLANNER | INTEGRATOR

QUALIFICATIONS

INTERESTS & ACHIEVEMENTS

Competitions: Time Magazine #1 idea of the day (2017) 
Europan 14 Productive City Amsterdam (2017) planning 
Summer School travel scholarship (2013) 

Editorial: Published author in Local Environment, The Planner 
Magazine and Cities Alive (health, housing & GI) 
Cities & Health Journal editorial board and co-editor of child 
friendly special issue (2017-present). 

Visual communication: Illustration & drawing courses, UvA 
and Ateliers Westerdok (Feb 2018-present), fluent in Adobe 
Creative Suite & Microsoft.

Languages: English (MT) French (C1) Dutch (B1)

Other interests: Urban exploration, psychology, storytelling, 
socialist architecture, botanic gardens, yoga & essential oils

REFERENCES

Patrin Watanatada, Bernard van Leer Foundation 
Knowledge for Policy Director 
e:  patrin.watanatada@bvleerf.nl     t:  +31 (0)70 331 22 00

Jerome Frost, Arup 
Arup Board & Global Cities Leader 
e:  jerome.frost@arup.com     t:  +44 (0) 20 76361531

Chartered Member Royal Town Planning Institute (2014)
Erasmus Semester MA Urbanism & Planning (1st class)
Université Lumière Lyon 2 & Egis Group (Jun-Jul 2011)

Studied international comparative planning systems in a 
academic-practitioner project. Transformation of peripheral 
economic activity zones in Lyon for private consultancy Egis 
and local government stakeholders.

Masters & BA(Hons) Urban Studies & Planning (1st class)
University of Sheffield (2007-2011)

Progressive masters and undergraduate including urban 
planning, policy, development management, urban design, 
viability and implementation. 

Masters project: Developed a new incremental, low capital 
and low risk approach to development in Attercliffe, 
Sheffield with urban analysis, engagement, 20 year vision, 5 
year actions, implementation and funding.

BA(Hons) Dissertation: Understanding Green Infrastructure: 
the development of a contested concept in England 
(Published 2011, Local Environment, 16:10)

Shelley College, Huddersfield (2005-2007)
A levels: Geography (A) Art & Design (A) Mathematics (A) AS 
level: English Language & Literature (A)

PROJECTS
Cities Alive: Designing for Urban Childhoods

Arup Global (2016-2018)

Team lead, author and global champion for the MCA award 
winning initiative advocating child-friendly urban planning.. 
Developed rationale and principles for child-friendly urban 

planning, inspired lessons from international case studies and set 
actions for city governments, developers and investors, and built 

environment professionals to change their practice.

Active Futures for Public Space, Amsterdam & Paris 
AMS Institute, La Fabrique de la Cité (2017)

Knowledge integration for the project reimagining the future 
opportunities for city spaces to address municipality challenges for 
healthy and active cities. Guided research questions, international 

knowledge gathering, urban experiments, research findings and 
priority messages. 


